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Article Analysis 

Introduction 

The article “Introduction: Urban Revolutions in the Age of Global Urbanism” illustrates 

emerging trends in the growth of towns and cities. . Precisely, the work by Eric Sheppard et al. 

was published in 2015 and consists of a chapter in Urban Studies Journal. The article comprises 

the numerous analyzed academic pieces that are applied in municipal development projects run 

by governmental agencies across all continents. 

The Meaning of the Article 

The writers highlight necessity of urban development across the world, with different styles 

enabled by infrastructural growth. In this regards, the attention is paid to the aspect of social 

urbanization, where the rate of growth gets measured in regards to both physical and 

psychological changes. Mostly, Sheppard et al. retrieve information on the current metropolitan 

patterns from recent journals and books. On that note, the sources indicate deviation from the 

previous urban theories that were based on the physical changes.  

The Main Idea 

The argument presented in the article revolves around the different trends contributing to urban 

development. The authors have identified financial revolution as a primary component of the 

growth of universal structures across the world. Notably, the currency change in leading 

countries such as the United States and China has initiated other sectors of the global economy, 
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thus creating a massive improvement in emerging markets. However, the writers disagree with 

the aspects of free trade in capitalist countries that was applied by government intervention in 

upcoming nations such as Malaysia to prevent illegal trade activities of financial instruments. 

The result of such actions was the emergence of many capitalist economies with the state 

regulations to reduce manipulation.  

Criticisms 

Sheppard et al. initiate a concise ideology in the field of urbanization but fails to recognize the 

impact of international trade on the growth of cities. The global economy has revived due to the 

penetration of liberalization traits in the developing countries. Besides, the world business 

society would fail to accept accreditations regarding urban expansion that do not recognize the 

impact of trade policies on major sectors of the market. Therefore, it is essential to prioritize 

business as a way of creating and improving municipal centers.   
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