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Introduction


Sadistic expressions or mannerisms are derivatives of pleasure from pain and suffering inflicted upon individuals. Such cruel and inhumane actions are mostly projected through barbaric and vicious manners that are utterly baseless and underserved. They seek not to punish or correct, can barely be justified and only fulfill a one-sided thirst and reason to entertain (Raymond, 2014). Literary scholars have oft managed to lay bare the foundations of sadistic practices and Shirley Jackson in The Lottery was no different. The significant development of the sadistic theme consequently earned the story bans across the globe. This essay serves to examine the projection of sadism among the villagers.

In the short story, Shirley Jackson creatively managed to paint a picture of villagers who have unconvincingly held to a traditional practice of annually slaying one of their own. They lay so much credence to the practice and express little desire to let go in as much as neighboring communities are abandoning the practice of the same (Jackson, 2008). To the contrary, they have made attempts to improve their tradition in a sense of modernizing it and replacing certain elements. The only factors they have significantly forgotten, or took the decision to ignore are the pieces that serve less in projecting their sadism (Raymond, 2014).

Thesis: The villagers in 'The Lottery' exhibit little care towards each other in their sadistic expression of tradition.  

Sadism in the Lottery


The short story presents entirely a different angle of lottery, in this case, people do not win; they get. Getting the lottery presents the concerned party not with a gift or bounty, but with the punishment. Sadism in the story is centered on the lottery and the villagers’ loyalty to the tradition.

Not like the villagers do not live in harmony, but the way in which they seek and name individuals who get the lottery does not serve to express love either. Every one of them with little sense understands the predicament that faces the family who gets the lottery and yet their preparation and even behavior express no concern (Raymond, 2014). For instance, the school kids get to the site early to pick stones and even prepare heaps are not considering what would happen to their friends' families (Jackson, 2008). They even seem to ravel in the activity. The other instance is projected when Bill gets the lottery. The manner in which the villagers call upon him to present himself and family for the rest of the processes kills all the elements of love and care that are relevant for a peaceful co-existence. The relief that Bill expresses when he realizes that he is not the one to be subjected to stoning also portrays him as a bad father and husband. He even proceeds to grab the paper from her protesting wife (Jackson, 2008).

The stoning is so cruel, but a factor that even makes it more cruel and vicious is the manner in which every villager is exposed to this punishment. No exclusion or exemption is given to women and children irrespective of their age, yet children are still so filled with ignorance and innocence to be exposed to such practices. For instance, when Bill Hutchinson's family gets the lottery, even little Davy, who still significantly bears the incompetence of participating in the practice is not exempted. Mr. Summers who leads the practice instructs an older member of the family, Harry, to assist the boy with the process (Jackson, 2008). The child would not even understand the bearings of the marked and unmarked papers as he seemingly can't even unfold his paper. Considering that if his paper bears the mark he will be subjected to stoning is sadism of the highest order and points to lack of care from the villagers.

The manner in which the villagers anticipate the lottery dates and make the attempts to keep time also show just how much they do not care for their well being. Old Man, Warner, even takes pride in expressing the number of lotteries he has participated in. He mentions the figure seventy-seventh like it has some importance, not like he has sadly watched his fellow villagers subject themselves to a sadistic practice seventy-seven times (Jackson, 2008). Old Man, Warner, and his ilk care less for the well-being of anybody in the village.


Conclusion

The villagers emanate their sadism in a way that proves just how much they do not care for each other. The lottery is a practice they have held on to choose an individual to stone for the fun of it. Getting the lottery is not a pointer to committed wrongs or a justification for failure to live up to the hype of the society, but rather a pointless subjection to pain and suffering. The tradition could be sadistic as it is; however it is aggravated by the way in which the villagers carry it out (Raymond, 2014). Including children in such kind of an activity makes them grow with the mentality that sadism is norm and requires no justification. They grow detached from communal love and with the belief that there are no possibilities of reversing such misfortune. It is likely that the sadistic practice will take long to eliminate considering the significance that has been heaped upon it by all villagers.
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