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The Movie 'Reality Bites






Introduction 

The “Reality Bites,” is a film of 1994 written by Helen Childress, who wrote about her friends. It was directed by a first timer director called Ben Stiller who also acted as one of the characters. It majorly talks about generation x in relation to career choices and social lifestyles in the community. The movie also illustrates how people make decisions that are dependent on personal perception and autonomy (Hanson 60). Majority of the cast include a younger and aspiring generation, which brings to the limelight the target group. Explicitly, the cast members include Winoma Ryder, Ethan Hawke, Ben Stiller, Janeane Garofalo, and Steve Zahn.

Ben Stiller’s motion picture is an entertaining piece of work because the cinematic features show comedy and drama. The main genres of the movie revolve around romance, comedy, quests for achievements, disappointments, immoral conducts, and controversies. For instance, love relationships rotate amongst the casts and form the ground basis of many decisions. Moreover, immoral issues such as smoking, excessive drinking and promiscuity feature in the movie (Pozner 79-83).

The concept of controversies and antagonistic characters show how the target audiences are left to wonder what the next event in the scenes is. The prejudice of the fans of the movie is challenged because as the movie unfolds, a lot of unexpected events happen. Furthermore, it becomes clear to the audience that despite the level of education or hard work, better future, or good rewards is not guaranteed. 

In summary, the movie illustrates how the younger people struggle to achieve desired social and economic success, but their attempts are derailed by a number of factors. Generation X fights for good jobs, love, and to fit in the society, but the progression calls for collaborations, friendships, proper decision making and struggles to confront the hard true of life.





Overview of the Movie

Four friends after graduate from the college fight to look for jobs, but they are forced to live together since their minimal wages cannot make them live in a comfortable life. The setting is in Houston, Texas where the friends are seen converging on rooftop to drink and smoke as a way of enjoying their success in education, not realizing that hard life and turmoil still face them ahead (Pozner 24-29). 

Lelaina Pierce (Winoma Ryder) who was a valedictorian in class aspires to become a high profile documentarian, but is forced to take an intern position as a production assistant to a mistreating and rude TV host. The unsatisfying job and low wages make her eventually lose the job and decides to tape vignettes of her friend’s lives (Hanson 63). She lives with her good friend Vickie to share the expenses and experiences. Lelania is secretly in love with Troy, but is shy to say it openly.

Vickie is one controversial character in the movie as depicted in her actions and behaviors. She is a slut who has slept with about 66 men, but, again, the most sarcastic and proud woman. Fortunately, she has a job in a Gap store, but still has the ambition to do more challenging and lucrative thing. Her promiscuity leads her to confront the reality of the possibility of contracting HIV virus, however, when she goes for the test, her result shows negative. Sammy is Vickie’s friend who supposedly is a gay as his sexual orientation is unclear. He supports the claim that, when he enters into a relationship, he risks coming out of his conservative parents. Sammy eventually comes out to the parents and begins dating. Vickie is a notorious drunkard as seen in the way she behaves when they converged for a drink (Pozner 56).

Troy Dyer is floundering for he has lost a number of low wage jobs, the latest happening because he stole a candy bar. He is a slacker who wants to achieve while not doing anything substantial. He understands his long time friend Lelaina who is not open to show her love for him. With no place to sleep, he goes to Vickie and Lelaina to request for a place to spend for a short while. Sadly, Lelaina becomes cruel at him. However, Vickie convinces Lelaina to let their friend live with them, and mockingly reminds Lelaina of her feeling for Troy.

Lelaina, while smoking, throws the cigarette off the window, which distracts Michael making them have a car crash. The two start dating after knowing one another at the incident. Michael starts their relationship by offering her new girlfriend a lucrative deal of airing her film work to MTN TV. The yuppie guy makes a mistake of going to edit her work without consent. This disappoints her and their relationship ends. Eventually, Troy re-evaluates his life after his father’s death and reunites with Lelaina.




Interpretation of the Movie

The movie can be interpreted in terms of the genres of romance, comedy, and drama in relation to controversies, characters, target audience, and how dissents view the movie.




Controversial Characters and Events
The characters are educated; therefore, leave the audience wondering why they cannot land themselves some lucrative jobs. Under normal situations, graduates land into internship jobs to gain experience, but in this case it is different. For example, Troy has nothing to do after losing some low paying offers, therefore, how can an idle person gain experience for future job? Additionally, it is out of normalcy when the graduates find themselves in jobs that are unsatisfactory, low paying, and sometimes out of their line of career. The movie, therefore, conveys a message on the frustrations that youths face (Hanson 65-67).

Vickie is very controversial in the whole movie, for example, she sleeps with up to 66 men, and somebody would think that she does that to earn a living, but it is revealed that she has a job as a manager at the Gap stores. She also loves pop culture of the 70’s, but hates herself despite the fact that she tries to depict herself with pride (Pozner 82). But again, she still cares about others; for example, when she urges Lelaina to follow her heart to love Troy and also gives moral advice to Sammy even though the audience might easily see her as a villain.

Lelaila is depicted as a very ambitious lady who would do all it takes to be successful. However, when she dates Michael, who offers her a lucrative deal, she defies and instead dissolves her relationship with the executive TV officer. At first, she is portrayed as a good girl but as the events unfolds; it becomes clear that Lelaina is Promiscuous because she dates both Troy and Michael. Again, her father gives her a car that she defies, but throughout the movie, she plays the part of starting from the scratch without depending on her family affluence. Also, her relationship with Troy is controversial because at first she was so cruel to him when he sorts for accommodation in their house (Hanson 67).

The main theme of the movie was romance, but the movie ends without a baby or wedding. In most cases, love is shown when two people devote to themselves, which do not happen in the movie. It, therefore, means that the there is a postponement of adulthood. There is no real romance when vows and promises are not accompanied.




Audience of the Reality Bites

Majority of the targeted audience are the youths who are subjected to quest for financial achievements and love. As the movie flows, the casts are in the paradigm of trying to fulfill the social and economic needs of the society. Particularly, the movie targeted the post college group who has to pass the harsh reality between the period of college completion and landing to a good job. The movie passes the message to them that, every level of life is accompanied by struggle and confrontations (Hanson 70-73).





Assumptions

The assumption in the movie is that most young persons are naive and make hasty decisions that might lead to a complete overhaul of their future lives. Ideally, the movie appeals to all the youths in the 20’s because they relate and associate well, though, Troy’s debut song appeals to all. Moreover, the movie assumes that the intended audiences are innocent many of them are forced into action by anxiety and without deep thought. 

Representation of the youths was fair and accurate about love issues; nonetheless, some instances flawed the real idea of representation. For example, promiscuity cuts across all ages hence using Vickie to give an image of unfaithfulness amongst the youth wasn’t all inclusive.




Voices of Dissent on Reality Bites

There have been varied interpretations about the move in many aspects, especially by the fans who comment on the cinematic features of the movie. Moreover, others have critique the movie, particularly in the characters of the casts, for example, Troy Dyer has been associated with terms such as a “slacker” and the labels have proliferated particularly in the midst of the youths (Pozner 145).

Some have also commented on the movie as unassuming romantic comedy that invested much on the character than its setting. Again, critics have labeled the movie as a female-centric work. The main issue raised is that many girls in the society make wrong choices when it comes to relationships, for example, as seen in Lelaina’s relationships and the ultimate decisions (Hanson 69).

Others say that the movie is not a masterpiece, but extremely nostalgic, though, it holds up despite occasional cheesy moments. For example, when Lelaina turns down the car from the father, it builds some controversial analysis of the character. Also, some persons say that the Generation X and slackers were illustrations on the obsession of the early ‘90s (Pozner 161). This is depicted as the character meander through romantic and professional disasters.

Many responses talk on how the movie overemphasized on the character instead of the genre, for example, the music they listen to, behaviors of smoking and drinking, their frustrations, lifestyle, and feelings (Pozner 34-38). Another conspicuous issue is the sexual behavior of the characters as depicted through Vickie’s promiscuity, her friend Sammy’s homosexual orientation, and Lelaina dating two men.





Conclusion

The movie Realty Bites has three main genres including comedy, romance and drama, however, the movie does so much in describing the characters from the start to the end. The four friends cradle to face life challenges of romance and to seek for employment. The youths are faced with a lot of frustrations and the harsh reality of life, therefore, this augurs with the target audience who mainly are composed of the youths, particularly in the 20’s. Notably, many instances of controversies revolve around the plot, which implicates the concept of reality. This movie of the 1990 was commercially oriented and achieved the goal, especially in the field of Hollywood. In a nutshell, the Reality Bites movie tries to explore the reality in relationships and unemployment, and how they shape decision making amongst the youths.
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